
Susie Ross 
Poarch Creek Project 

CRK-014 

Interview by: 

Dr. J. Anthony Paredes 
August 1972 

University of Florida • Samuel Proctor Oral History Program • Paul Ortiz, Director 
P.O. Box 115215, 241 Pugh Hall, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 32611-5215 

(352) 392-7168                              www.clas.ufl.edu/history/oral 



RECORDING LICENSE AGREEMENT 

 

BY EXERCISING THE LICENSED RIGHTS (defined below), Licensee accepts and agrees 

to be bound by the terms and conditions set out by the Licensor, POARCH BAND OF CREEK 

INDIANS, a federally recognized Indian Tribe having offices at 5811 Jack Springs Road, Atmore, 

Alabama 36502: 

WHEREAS, Licensee desires to use certain sound recordings of spoken works, 

specifically recorded interviews of Licensor (hereinafter “Recordings”).  

 WHEREAS, Licensor proposes to grant Licensee a non-exclusive, royalty-free right to 

use the Recordings in conformance with the terms set forth herein. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants herein 

contained, the Parties mutually agree as follows: 

1. Use of Recordings.  Licensor grants to Licensee the royalty-free right to use the Recordings in 

connection with non-commercial public events and educational programs (hereinafter, 

“Programs”). Such use includes, without limitation, the recordings and formats of the Recordings 

as provided to the Licensee.  Licensee shall also have the right to the performance, transmission 

and use of the Recordings for use in Programs.  

2.  Term.  The grant of this License is perpetual, unless Licensee desires to terminate the License.  

Licensee shall give Licensor ninety (90) days notice of their intention to terminate. 

3.  Rights Not Included in this Agreement.  The rights granted to the Licensee do not permit the 

Licensee to: (1) claim authorship of the Recordings represented under this Agreement; (2) transfer, 

share or sub-lease this Agreement with any other party; (3) permit any other individual or third 

party the right to use the Recordings in place of the Licensee; (4) resell, trade, or exploit for profit 

the Recordings contained herein outright or as part of other music and/or audio-related collections, 

in part or in whole, to any other individual or party.  

4.  Acknowledgement of Absence of Warranties by Licensor.  Licensor makes no representation 

or warranties as to any right, title, interest or ownership to the Recordings beyond what is stated 

in this Agreement.  Licensee is fully aware of the fact that it may not be obtaining certain rights in 

the Recordings beyond those conveyed in this Agreement.  Licensor is granting Licensee whatever 

rights or interest it may have in the Recordings and specifically makes no warranty as to having 

any specific rights thereto.   

5.  Indemnification.  Licensee hereby indemnifies, defends, and holds harmless Licensor, and its 

subsidiaries, licensees, sublicensees, officers, agents, affiliates and assigns (the “PBCI Parties”) 

against any and all legal claims, costs, liabilities, obligations, judgments or damages (including 

reasonable attorneys’ fees), arising out of or for the purpose of avoiding any suit, claim, proceeding 

or demand or the settlement therefor, which may be brought against any of the PBCI Parties by 

reason of the breach of the obligations and representations made by Licensee under the Agreement 

as well as arising from Licensee negligence or any intentionally tortious or reckless acts, conduct 

or omissions committed by Licensee. 
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CRK-014 
Interviewee: Susie Ross 
Interviewer: Dr. J. Anthony Paredes 
Date: August 1972 

P: What would people say when you would say mvto to them? 

R: What ails your toe? [Laughter] 

R: What ails your toe? You also told me that there was an Indian word for a rockfish, 

would you say that word again?  

R:  Charliehata. 

P:  Charliehata. Can you think of any other Indian words for things that you 

remember when you were a girl? 

R: No, I don’t remember nothing like that. 

P: But you say that you used to sometimes talk in Indian language, is that correct? 

R: No I used to ask him, could he talk it? 

P:  What would he say? 

R: Go on there with your foolishness. 

P:  When you were a girl—I’ll ask you again—do you remember whether there were 

a lot of people around who knew how to say a few words in Indian language? 

R: No, I don’t know anybody. 

P: We were talking just a few minute ago about sofke. Tell me again what sofke is 

and how you make it. 
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R:  It’s corn and beat up and made and cooked and you can eat it. Made out of corn. 

You know what corn is. 

P:  How do you beat it up? What do you beat it up in? 

R:  With a pestle, and a mortar.  

P:  Which is made out of what? 

R:  The mortar’s made out of wood just like a log and a hole burnt out in it and you 

put that sack in there and then beat that sofke in there. 

P:  Do you have to get the corn at any particular time of the year to make that? 

R:  No. You can get it about now. It’ll dry out so you can beat it. 

P:  Now, do you put anything besides corn in it when you cook it? 

R:  No. Nothing but salt and soda. 

P:  Do you remember when you were a girl whether people had their own medicines 

that they would make? 

R:  I don’t know about that part of it. 

P:  How did people live back in those days? 

R:  Oh, good Lord knows. [Laughter] 

P:  Mainly farming or what? 
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R:  Sure, that’s all they knowed was farm. Farming, hunting, fishing, that’s what the 

Indians done. 

P:  How’d they cook their food back in the days before they had electricity and all 

those kind of things? 

R:  Cook it with wood. Build you a big fire there, burn it down to a coal and cook your 

stuff on that, that coal. 

P:  Do you remember ever seeing people cook out in the yard on a table or 

something built up? 

R:  Yes, yes, I’ve done that many a time myself. 

P:  Tell me how you make one of those to cook on. 

R:  Well, you just take your four stubs, make a box like and fill it up with dirt and then 

build your fire on top of that and then cook. 

P:  And that way you don’t have to bend over to cook? 

R:  No, stand up and cook. 

P:  So you just take four stubs and put them in the ground . . . 

R:  Four stubs and put them in the ground and put some plank around there build a 

box like and fill it up with dirt and then . . . there’s lots of ways if you want to do it. 

P:  How about cooking in the fireplace? 

R:  Well, I’ve done that, too.  Coming down your alley, ain’t it? 
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P:  Have you ever dried beef? 

R:  Yes, sir, sure have. 

P:  Tell me how you dry beef. 

R:  Well, you kill your beef, salt it down, and then let it stand there drying a while, 

about two or three days. And then take it out and put that on a scaffold, build you 

a fire under it and then that fire burn down and it’d be a smoke and that’s what 

smokes the meat. 

P:  After you had it all smoked, how do you keep it? Where do you put it? 

R:  Well, you just put it up in a dry box. 

P:  Have you ever heard of it being wrapped up in corn shucks? 

R:  Yes, sir, I’ve done that, too. 

P:  Did you ever fix deer meat that way? 

R:  No, I didn’t fix no deer meat that way. I just fixed pork and beef that way. 

P:  Can you do that with fish, too? 

R:  I reckon you could. 

P:  But you’ve never done it with fish. 

R:  No, I ain’t never fixed no fish. 
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P:  Back years ago, were there any other foods and ways of fixing food that people 

did that they don’t do now? 

R:  There’s lots of it. 

P:  Tell me about some of it. 

R:  Well, they just got different ways to cook. You get out there and build you a fire, 

burn that wood down to a coal, and then put your pots on that and cook it and 

then just like I said, build them that scaffold there and I cook that way many, 

many a time myself. 

P:  I notice you got some pretty red strings of peppers hanging here on the porch. 

Have people around here always been big pepper eaters? 

R:  [Laughter] Yeah, yes, sir. I eat pepper. Right there’s a pepper-eater right over 

there. 

P:  Mrs. Lyman over there is a pepper eater, too? Did you grow these peppers? 

Those are mighty pretty. Buford Rolin told me that he thought maybe you did 

some bead work in the past. Did you ever do that? 

R:  [Inaudible]  

P:  What kind of beads would you string? 

R:  All just different kinds of beads. Blue beads, red. 

P:  Do you ever remember people making beads out of chinaberry seeds years ago? 



CRK-014; Ross; Page 6 
 

R:  Yes, yeah. 

P:  Tell me about how that was done. 

R:  Well, that’s easy done. Take berries and break them off of them stems and you 

get that needle through them and string them. 

P:  Is that something that children would do or grown-up ladies? 

R:  Young-uns can do that. 

P:  How would you say that today things are different than it were you when you 

were a girl? 

R:  Whole lots different. They living too fast now. Don’t you say that? 

P:  I think too fast and dying young. 

R:  Yes, sir, that’s right. 

P:  Back when you were a girl, I guess there weren’t any cars and things, were 

there? 

R:  No, no. 

P:  How did people get around from one place to the other? 

R: Walk, I guess. Walk.  

P:  How about wagons? 

R:  Wagons, new wagons and oxen and all like that. 
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P:  When you were a girl, did people make their own ox yokes? 

R:  Yes, sir. Daddy could make them. 

P:  What kind of wood did he like best for those? 

R:  Gum. 

P:  Gum? 

R:  Yeah, gum and hickory. Use the hickory for the board and use the gum to make 

the yoke out of the gum. 

P:  Do you remember when you were a girl, whether there were many people, if any 

that had dirt floors in their houses? 

R:  Lots of. 

P:  If you didn’t have a dirt floor, what other kind of floors were they? Were they just 

the plank floors? Did you ever see a house with a log floor? 

R:  Yes. Hewed logs. 

P:  Hewed logs. 

R:  Hewed logs for the floor. 

P:  People that lived in a dirt house with a dirt floor, did they do anything special to 

keep it clean and packed down? 

R:  No, they just pack it down and brush it. They put white sand over it. 
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P:  Uh-huh. And that’d make a good, clean floor that way? 

R:  Yes, sir. That’s right. 

P:  But back in those days, people didn’t live as fast as they do now? 

R:  No. 

[End of interview] 
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